AR o el nle i LI e

Declassified and Approved For Release 2012/05/04 : CIA-RDP06T01849R000200120013-7

i ' Y -3 A "\.
VI, 19 Jan 77 CUBA i:\w"’t'ﬁQl

e

REPORTAGE ON OPENING SESSION OF CEMA MEETING L/L
Castro, Olszewski Speak at Opening Session
Havana Domestic Television Service in Spanish 1800 GMT 18 Jan 77 FL

[Text] Commander in Chief Fidel Castro, first secretary of the PCC Central Committee
and president of the Council of State, today made a speech at the opening session of
the 79th meeting of the CEMA Executive Committee,

The opening session began with a speech by K. Olszewski, president of the CEMA Exe-
cutive Committee. Sitting next to Fidel and the president of the CEMA Executive
Committee were PCC Politburo members Osvaldo Dorticos Torrado, Armando Hart Davalos,
Blas Roca, Carlos Rafael Rodriguez and Pedro Miret Prieto, all members of the Council
of State. Also sitting at the presiding table were PCC Secretariat members, leaders
of the Revolutionary Government and representatives of the diplomatic missions of
CEMA member nations.

In his opening remarks, K. Olszewski, president of the CEMA Executive Committee,
thanked the Revolutionary Government for according all types of facilities to conduct
the meeting in our country as well as for the hospitality of the Cuban people. Par-
ticipating in the 79th meeting of the CEMA Executive Committee are nine socialist
nations as members and Yugoslavia as associate member.

Speech by Fidel Castro
Havana Domestic Radio/Television Services in Spanish 0139 GMT 19 Jan 77 FL

[Speech by Fidel Castro, president of the Cuban Council of State, at inaugural session
of the 79th CEMA Executive Committee meeting at the Habana Libre Hotel, Havana, on
18 January--recorded]

[Text] Esteemed Comrade President of the Executive Committee, esteemed comrade per-
manent representatives, esteemed delegations: I must stress first the extraordinary
honor it is to our revolutionary people that, in fulfillment of the CEMA Executive
Committee revolution, the 79th meeting is being held in Cuba. We fully understand the
significance of this honor. We appreciate the effort that you must make in transferring
the deliberations of the committee some 8,000 xm from its permanent offices and sub-
Jecting yourselves to the contingencies created by the necessary improvisations and
our unavoidable inexperience. We see in this action a demonstration of friendship
toward and interest in our country, a desire to learn about our realities at close
range, our modest gains and our problems and, above all, a true expression of the
vitality, strength and the victorious advance of socialism.
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The Cuban people welcome you with hospitality and love. We have done and will do
everything possible within our reach to create the most propitious working conditions
for the Executive Committee. Our workers also hope to be able to show you some of

the accomplishments of the revolution in the economic development of the cowntry, in
eradicating the traces left by several centuries of colonialism and imperialist domina-
tion and in the material and social building of socialism. We believe that precisely
the enormous geographic distance separating us, as well as the differences due to the
historic and cultural medium in which Cuba and the rest of the member nations are
located, will, rather than being an obstacle, help us to better unders tand the essence
of CEMA and to evaluate the historic step represented by the incorporation of our
country in its activities in 1973.
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We live in a world where integration has become the only possible alternative for any
people seeking material and scientific development and the right to occupy an honorable
position in the future. The degree 4n which the modern scientific and technical
revolution brings problems of cooperation and specialization of the economies, the
extraordinary current demands on technology and the enormous investments required to make
rational utilization of productive resources are in direct and absolute centradictien
with the scale of the political maps whioh were designed by the class societies for many
centuries, especially capitalism, But this contradiotion iz still more acute when we
refer to the levels of economic and cultural development, te the abysmal differences
existing between a hamdful of bourgeolis industrialized natiens and tens and tens of
countries which have barely reached the level of survival,

Never before has the antihisteric and obsolete nature of the capitalist system been
more strengly manifested, A seciety that has created colessal productive forces today
enly offers the sad spectacle of poor use of its industrial capacities, unrestreined
orises, unlimited inflatien, unemployment, hunger, arms race, the oriminal waste of
irreplaceable reseurces, energy and rav material problems, and the inability to pre-
serve and protect the envirenment of the human species,

If Xarl Marx were alive, if he could epen his eyes for just an instant to see these
realities, he himself would admire the geniusof his scientific feresight,

Pacing this panorama, ene can observe the integratienist tendencies of seme developed
oapitalist countries as is the case with the Buropean Economic Comsunity, while in
other areas and greups of ceuntries, as is the case in Iatin America, diverse formalas
of asseciation of different hues are emerging. These range from one having a cate-
gorically reactionary sense to those whieh encourage a pregressive objective and
defense against the vorecity of the transmational monepolies, ILife, however, confirms
that any attempt at integration under the cenditions of capitalism could not go beyond
certain limited objectives, and that all integratienist movement sponsered by imperial-
4sm will always be politically and economically precarious, for mot only will it be
incapabdle of preventing the inequalities and intermal discrimination between the mere
powerful and weaker partners, but also, as 4t has pointedly occurred in the case of the
Buropean Community and as can also be appreciated in the U.S. imperialist policy, its
allianee will be conceived to perpetuate the unequal trade with underdeveloped countries
and to foree them, through its system of pretective tariffs, to subsidize with their
agricultural products and raw materisls the consumer economies, the waste and the high
standard of living of a small group of industrial nations,

In essence, it is a matter of there being no integration without social Justice,
without the elimimation of the regime of exploitation of man by man and witheut the
replasement of mational selfishnesses with the practice of internationslism, This is
one more reason why the future of mankind--insenceivable witheut the cleosest economis
and political union and without the censistent liquidation of the abyss of inequality
still mniuns--unnoubtodly belongs to secialism, capitalism has left behind and
will continue te leave behind to the new secial regime an extremely complex and airri-
eult task of reconstruction, The best proof ef this is the task that has been faced
by CEMA since its founding, & 1ittle detter thana fourth of a century ago,

CEMA 1s a eonfirmatien of the necessary i{nternatienal nature of secialism, postulated
by Narx and Engels and demonstrated in the revolutiemary prastice by Lenin, whe per-
ceived with singular genius hew the histeric advance of secialism will necessarily
require the increasingly greater relationship and successive integratien of the
diverse soclalist states inte a cemmunity which by growing weuld become more like the
50 many times dreamed-of image of a manikind where the old berders are sliminated, the
national centradictiens and differemces between countries disappear amd the dirference
between languages anmd cultures should stop, as is now happening, being an element eof

separetion and becems an imstrument of union and of matual enrichment,
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Of course, we are far from reaching that goal teward which the communist societies
will lead, but CKMA 1s one step in that directien,

The enemies of socialism and even Some of its followers use deep-reeted natiomalist
Prejudices to sow ameng peoples the fear that superier development and greater material
strength of some eountries with respect to ethers will inevitably lead to implanting in
the socialist commnity relatioms based on predominance and even on the exploitation
which characterizes the old imperialist systems amd the modern structures of werld

nature of socialism makes the existence of sush phenomena impossible and how the con-
ocept of satellites, so much empleyed by our adversaries, really has a place only in
the relations of imperialism amd the shameless regimes that serve it,

The entry of Cuba into CEMA is a proof of the grewing universality of socislism, ¥hen
the North American imperislists were more confident and certain that Iatin America

vas their comfortable backyard and their privileged pasture for their private plundering,
there emerged in 1959 the victorious Cuban revolution whiech for the rirst time totally
liberated a country im this hemisphere from imperialist oppressien, Our histery quickly
shewed that under centemporary conditions a recently liberated country could resist

and defeat the imperialism decision for military, political amd economic recenquest

only if it decided to malke profound transfermations and resolutely advanece toward

If our country has had any privilege, it is that eonferred wpon it by histery in being
the first te defeat capitalism and imperislism in this part of the werld snd the frirst
in which constructien of socilalism began, It was not a miracle, dut the invineible
ferce of Marxist-leninist 1deology merged with our revolutionary traditiens and the
massive hereism of the people, along with the formidable support of international
solidarity, which made it possible fer the immortal flags of the great October Revolu-
tion to riy triumphantly over the first free territory in america,

The imperialists seek to attribute expansienist e¢bjectives to socialism a8 1f revolu-
tiomary idess were not a universal patrimony and as if every nation ceuld not on its
owm, accerding to histeris laws, advance toward a superior society, Mo ene except the
cuban people, truly free for the first time, decided on the path of secialisx in ewr
hemeland, Mething except the internatiomalist mature of our social system has con-
verted. Cuba into the natural link between the socialist community in Eurepe and the
Peeples of this continent. Neither éan anyone be blamed if today CEMA has a Spanish-
speaking member state and the ferce ef its 1deas and werk radiate along with the example
of 1t relations with the secialist oountries in an arena whioch has kmewn only the hate-
ful relations of haughtiness, subjugation and humiliation historically imposed by North
American imperialism,

A very shert time ago, CEMA commemorated its first 25 years of operations, The ecemomic
results of this bdrief period of time serve to oerroborate the undeniabdle vistory of
secialism over capitalism, Tt will always be Recessary to remember that the emergency
of Seviet power--it will seon be 6 decades--was considered by all theoreticians of
capitalism as the emergemcy of a short-1ived utopia destined te disappear in a short
peried of time and without leaving any traces, The deed of the Soviet people led by
Ienin amt his party gave that apparent oentradiction the viable strength for a splemdid
realization that mot only weuld survive the saerifice imposed by the initial aggression
and blockade and the terrible war fer the fatherland against Magisa in vhich the Seviet
People paid the primoiple cost of s struggle with which they liberated the emtire humen
race, mt alse presents te us teday the spectacle of extraordinary econsaic, ocultural,
scientifie and technological progress whioh has made the Soviet Union am inpressive
reality and a firm hope,
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With CEMA, the victeries of socislism ceased to be the isolated deeds of a country of
giants and became the solitary effort of a cemmunity of nations associated by their
1deolegical base and in the socialist centent of their economies, To shew the sustained
and acoelerated growth of the secialist cemmunity bdelonging to CENA during its quarter
of 8 century, it would be enough to say that upon its creation the socislist memder
countries were producing only 18 percent of the werld's industrial production and that
already by 1974 their share of production had reached 23 percent, Industrial produe-
tion of seme member countries grew sixfold from 1950 te 1973 and in others it increased
up to sixteenfold, countries which had had less comparative industrial growth defere
their socialist revolutions attained surprising rates. Pulgaris grevw 53 times over,
Remania 43 and Poland 38,

n 1950, steel production 4n the Eurepean Ecenomic Community countries was greater
than that of the CEMA-member ceuntries; 48,4 million tens in the [Eurepean] Community
and 35,8 millien in CEMA countries, Hewever, by 1973 iron and steel production of CENA
ceuntries had left the Eurepean Econemic Community behind with 178 million tons
snmally as agsinst 350 milliea, respectively, [as heard] while USSR steel production
exceeded that of the United States,

Kleotric energy produsction grew more than 10 times during the same period, Similar
leaps were attained in o1l production and even greater ones in specific technical
resources sueh 8s tractors. It can therefore be explained that the national greoss
product eof member ceuntries, a figure which represents the state of material well-
being of their respective peoples, grew as a whole by 5.8 times over the same peried,
put this is net the enly thing indicating te us that the superierity of socialism has
ceased being theoretical pronouncement and has become 2 tangidble reality.

The ecenomic victories of secialism contrast today more than ever with the growing
aifriculties being experienced by the capitalist ceuntries, whether isolated powers

1ike the United States and Japen or economic groups like the European cemmmnity. Those
whe fer a brief period ef time pelieved they had feund the technigques to escape the
erises of the system and paid no attentilon to Marx!s prediction, regarding it as seme-
thing ebselete, teday £ind themselves facing the specter vf & new great depression

1ike that of 1929, The capitalists are struggling between the inflation that emerges
in all areas of their decrepit system and the unemployment that hurts, with its econemic
1imitatiens and social humiliatien, hundreds of milliens of werkers, However, the mest
interesting thing is the fact that you yourselves sheuld consider that the benerits and
possibilities effered by the integratien of secialist countries have so far been
sligatly taken sdvantage of and you should comtimuously study new methods and Pregrams
in order to step up the already tangible results of coordimated planning, specializatien
and the efficient integration of some industrial areas,

In cuba we attribute extraordinary impertance to these analyses, We ebserve with great
i{nterest the preparation of long-term progrems that is underway for the solution ef
fundasental preblems in the sphere of material productiom, especially in the branches
of energy, fuels and industrial raw materials, in the comstruction of plants and equip-
ment of medern technolegy for 14vestock-agricultural productien, the feod industry,
transportation and ether branches, and the adoption of complex plans aimed at the
seientiric and technical development, plans which are undergoing prefound and careful
studies aimed at their most rapid implementation.

These programs will make possible the improvement of the division of socialist labor.
In this aspect, each new day bdbrings us the certainty that enly socialism will permit
an international division of 1abor which is jJust and efficient, We are met even
referring to the comtrast existing between the divisien of labor as exists between us
today and the ome that the capitalist superpowers are attempting te perpetuate with
respect to underdovelsped ceuntries, This problem deserves to be examined at least
spiefly st a proper time,
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I know we are all aware that a lot has to be done to make the division of labor in
our countries function in accordance with the principles and standards that we have
set in our programs. Nevertheless, we are sure that we are advancing on the right
path toward the progressive equalization of the levels of economic development and
industrial progress between member nations. The struggle for the new international
economic order has become a common goal for the countries wanting to eliminate back-
wardness and-abolish the exploitation of which they were and continue to be victims.

We know that such economic order will not be obtainable as long as the imperialist
system prevails in substantial portions of the world. But many of the reforms that
will lead to accelerating its disappearance are attainable today and are part of that
common program of the developing countries, The Paris conference and Fordl!s and
Kissinger$s threats demonstrate that the imperialists do not resign themselves to
losing any of their privileges. The slightest examination would demonstrate that

the concession of some reforms is perhaps the only path left to them to impede the
total collapse--as a result of the intensification of the struggle of peoples desperate
in their agony--of the system which they believe they can best defend with stubbornness
and violence,

In its relations with underdeveloped countries, CEMA demonstrates the radical difference
that separates socialism froam the imperialist groups. It is known that as of 1975
member countries had provided economic and technical assistance to almost 70 countries
of the so-called Third World. Through CEMA, these countries have built more than

2,000 industrial enterprises and other types concerned with the fundamental branches

of their economy. Currently more than 1,000 projects are under construction. CEMA-
member countries have granted long-term credi$s of more than 11 billion rubles to de-
veloping countries,

However, there is not a single onerous demand behind these operations, or a search
for raw materials, or extraction of dividends. Not even a single CEMA-member country
has an enterprise or exploits a single worker anywhere in the world. This is the
great difference that distinguishes CEMA collaboration from the exploitation and
"assistance" --in quotes-- of imperialism.

The historic problems caused by wars of aggression and the economic backwardness from
which the Soviet Union and other socialist countries in Europe and Asia today repre-
sented at this hall have emerged to explain why a period of time still remains before
the socialist countries can furnish the underdeveloped world the enormous resources

it requires to rease the catastrophic consequences of the 100 years of plundering by
the colonialists and imperialists. Wwhat is new, however, is that the new type of
relations that has emerged from the socialist character of collaboration, in which
efforts are aimed precisely at the transformation of old conditions, the establishment
of economic foundations for development, guarantees the complete economic independence
of the country with which collaboration is being effected.

This morning I wish to reiterate that Cuba feels proud of having been one of the most
extraordinary and eloquent examples of what relations can be between a socialist
country and an emerging state which gained its independence and yas headed toward
socialism through change., Relations between the Soviet Union and Cuba in the order
of political and military support, in trade, technical assistance and promotion of
[Cuban] development, remain as an unexcelled page in the history of relations between
big and small countries. We could not possibly overlook this opportunity to reiterate
it once more.

Vow then, along with the bilateral relations with the USSR and other socialist countries,
7e are beginning to experience the results of multilateral relations reaching us through
JEMA. During these days, you will discuss the status or the fulfillment of the agreement

>y which the member countries will provide assistance to Cuba in the construction of a new
1ickel plant which should produce 3 a000 metri ggns nnuglly. Otheghtogic concerning pos=:
e

sible cooperation with the economic

evelopmen Cuba also”are on orking agenda.
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Undoubtedly, (he wsample of {hese possibilities has resulted in an increasing number
of Iatin Amsrican ceuntries interested in approaching CEMA and reaching ceoperation
agreements which represent an important step in the defense of their countries in the
face of centemporary conditions of the genmeral crisis in capitalism and the disadvanta-
geous trade which imperialism impeses on them,

For us, my dear Cemrade Chairman, dear comrade permanent representatives, this is an
sncouraging confirmatien of our own convictions,

When we Joined CEMA 4 years ago we did it in our triple conditiem as a socialist
country, underdeveloped ceuntry and a ceuntry subscribed to the histery of the tradi-
tioms of revolutienary hopes in Iatin America, We asserted at that time that we pre-
pesed to be a 1link between the possibilities opened by Earopean secislism in its
integration process as a coherent and firm system amd the requirements of a latin America
that was trying to escape the conditiens imposed by its dependence on the imperialist
metrepolis and the insufficiemciss of the world capitalist market,

We are part of the secislist cossunity which we jeined. And we are also part ef the
commmity ef Iatin American peoples with which someday we will fully integrate and with
whese independent and pregressive governments we are willing to do the maximum within
our reach in the rields of collabderation and ecensmic, cultural and scientiric-technical

exm .

Tese ideas are becoming a firm reality. We already have revolution that is definitely
consolidated, equipped with its inmstitutions of democratie government and with a people
that are united, aware and deeply internationalist, We have no doubt regarding the
victorieus future that sweits the socialist commnity ferged around the USSR smd inte-
grated in CENA, We also do net have the slightest doubt that imperialist demimation
completely lacks any future em this continent and that seoner or later the latin
American peoples will rind the path of full liberation and secialism, We leek to the
future with eptimism, That is why today, in welcoming yeu te our socialist fatherland,
on this small island which is 1like an irreducible rock amd 1ics a revolutionary beacen
for the forces of the American contiment, your presence in Cuba scems to us to be the
anticipated imageef Iatin America and the world fer which we are struggling, that latin
America where there will net de capitalism or imperialism or its reactiomary ideas,
that free, fraternsl, big and united Latin America which someday will leap te hold the
honorable place that belengs te it im the future of mankind and which will give defini-
tive and triumphal meaning tothe vast erfert ef ewr heroes--from the liberatien dreams
of Eidalge, Bolivar and Marti to the fruitful efforts of Che Quevara and Sslvador

Allende.
Fatherland or deatk, we will win, [applause]
18 January Session Closes

[miitorial Repert FL] At the conclusion of Pidel Castre's speech at 0203 aMr, Bavana
pomestic Radie/Televisien Services in Spanish contimies recorded coverage of the
opening session of the T9th CENA Executive Committee Meeting in Havana, Next to
spesk is Kaximierz Olssewski, deputy echairman of the Polich Council of Ninisters and
chairman of the CENA Executive Cosmittee, who delivers a 15-minute speech in Polish
with consecutive Spenish tramslation, He begins by expressing deep gratitude te the
PCC Central Committee, the Cuban @overnment and Fidel Castro and accepting the Cuban
propesal for helding the meeting in Bavana, He personmally thanks Fidel Castro for
his attendance despite being so busy in party and state tasks and for his speech to
the Executive Committee,

Hailing Cuban successes in secioeconomic life, he says they cause pleasure among the
socialist commanity countries and all of progressive mankind, Ne also hails the recent
18th anniversary ef the Cuban revolutien which, he says, forever destroyed the domima-
tien by exploiters. Ne goes on to say that a s01id base has been established in Cuba

“rayr subsequent development of the socialist economy and improvement of social relatiens,”
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He adds that people!s goverrment has the conditions for developing the economy, raise
the standard of living of the workers and promote scientific and technological growth
"in the 1sland of liberty." He refers to the guldelines of the first PCC Congress for
the country!s socioeconomic development during the current S5-year period and he recalls
Castro!s report to the congress in which he referred to "the indestructible ties that
unite Cuba with the CEMA-member countries."

He says the present Executive Committee meeting is for the primary purpose of analyzing
questions of collaboration of CEMA countries with Cuba aimed at Cuban economic
development and speeding up the integration process of the Cuban economy with that of
the other CEMA-member countries.

After expressing gratitude for the hospitality received since the delegates arrived in
Cuba, he announces that the meeting will be chaired by Cuban representative to CEMA
Carlos Rafael Rodriguez,

At this point, the Internationale is played and coverage ends at 0226 GMT.
HART SPEAKS AT CASA DE LAS AMERICAS EVENT
Havana Domestic Service In Spanish 2151 GMT 17 Jan TT FL

[rext] Armando Hart Davalos, member of the Council of State and minister of culture,
this morning made the opening speech at the ceremony held to establish the jury of the
1977 Casa de las Americas prize. Present at the ceremony were PCC Central Committee
members Juan Marinello and Haydee Santamaria, director of the Casa de las Americas,
and the members of the Jjury which 1s formed by intellectuals from 18 countries.

The Casa de las Americas is engaged in tasks of an international and revolutionary nature,
one of which is the Casa de las Americas Price, the Cuban minister of oulture stated.

He added that this is not a Cuban prize but a prize that is given in Cuba for our Amerieca.
He announced that 350 literary works from 30 countries have been presented this year,

and added that this is the largest mumber-of-participating nations since the literary
prize was established.

Elsewhere in his speech, referring to the composition of the jury, Armado Hart said:

The Casa de las Americas has always selected the members of the Juries for their prestige,
professional skill and intellectual experience. In closing, Hart said: We wish to
express our respect for those contestants or jJury members of the Casa de las Americas

vwho have been imprisoned or killed.

BRIEFS
SUGAR HARVEST NEWS--The Caracas City sugar mill of the municipality of lajas has begun
grinding cane for the 1977 sugar harvest., A1l 14 sugar mills of the province of

Cienfuegos are now active, [Text] [Havana Domestic Television Service in Spanish
1800 GMT 15 Jan 77 FL]
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OPPOSITION PRD DELEGATION TO ATTEND CARTER INAUGURATION

Santo Damingo Radio Clarin in Spanish to Listeners Abroad 1956 GMT 18 Jan 77 FL

{Text] A Dominican Revolutionary party [PRD] delegation will attend the inauguration
of President James Carter the day after tomorrow, The delegation representing the
PRD at this ceremony consists of party leaders Jacobo Majluta, Pablo Rafael Casimiro
Castro, Jose Francisco Pena Gomez and (Emilio Ludovino Fernandez). Carter invited
this political party to send its representatives and the PRD delegation will go %o
the United States before Thursday. The top PRD leadership last night called a news
conference to announce the invitation from President Carter.

WESSIN Y WESSIN DENIES PLAN TO RETURN ILLEGALLY
Madrid EFE in Spanish 1922 GMT 17 Jan 77 PA

[Excerpts] Santo Domingo, 17 Jan--Former Dominican Army General Elias Wessin ¥
Wessin refuted today in Curacao rumors of his possible illegal return to the Dominican
Republic.

Leading members of the Dominican opposition charged earlier that Wessin y Wessin plans
to return to Santo Domingo in the same way that Spanish Communist leader Santiago
Carrillo returned to Spain.

In Curacao, Wessin y Wessin told the Santo Domingo daily EL NACIONAL that he "would
not lower himself" to follow Carrillo'!s plan and that he was hoping to enter the
country legally. The former general, exiled because of events in 1965, asked the
Dominican public to have faith in democracy, which, he said, would triumph through
the opposition parties.

FOREIGN SECRETARY MAKES OFFICIAL VISIT TO BRITAIN
Santo Domingo Radio Comercial Network in Spanish 2130 GMT 18 Jan 77 FL

[Excerpts] Daminican Foreign Relations Secretary Ramon Emilio Jimenez Reyes is the
first Dominican to make an official visit to the United Kingdom, the first nation to
recognize the independence of the Daminican Republic. Jimenez Reyes, who arrived in
London yesterday from Paris, started his visit with a l-hour meeting in the Foreign
office with Edward Rowlands, minister of state for relations with Latin American
countries. The visit by Jimenez Reyes is in response to an invitation by his British
counterpart, Anthony Crosland.

A Foreign Office spokesman said the talks were held in a cordial atmosphere. The
spokesman said the two ministers also discussed matters concerning [words indistinct]
and others in the broader context of the two countries! presence in the Caribbean.

The economic matters discussed inecluded sugar, one of the principal export commodities
for the Dominican Republic, and development of other Dominican natural resources,

the spokesman said. He added that Jimenez Reyes also discussed, in his capacity as

a naval officer, the matter of British-Daminican naval cooperation in the Caribbean.
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